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SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF SMITHSONIAN MARINE BIOLOGIST, TYSON ROBERTS, 
TO INDONESIA AND PHILIPPINES 

REF: A) STATE 055559, B) MANILA 3124 

1 . EMBOFF CONTACTED ROBERTS MARCH 8 AND INFORMED HIM 
THAT A) LANAO RESEARCH NOT RPT NOT PERMISSIBLE FOR 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE AND B) HE SHOULD INFORM EMBASSY IN 
ADVANCE OF PLANS TO TRAVEL ELSEWHERE IN MINDANAO (HE 
HAS NONE AT PRESENT). 

2. ROBERTS IRRITATED THAT EMBASSY HAD CONTACTED 
SMITHSONIAN BUT PROMISED TO ABIDE BY TRAVEL GUIDANCE. 

HE IS VISITING OTHER RESEARCH SITES IN BICOL AREA AND 
VISAYAS (DUMAGUETE— SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY). 

3. ROBERT’S REACTION (OF IRRITATION) AND SMITHSONIAN'S 
VAGUE SOUNDING APPRECIATION OF WHERE AND HOW ROBERTS 
WAS FUNCTIONING SUGGESTS NEED FOR FURTHER EDUCATION OF 
SMITHSONIAN ON POLITICAL HURDLES OF DOING RESEARCH ABRAOD. 
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